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EE, 27 ( 2D) 
The Letters Pattents of the 
Kings Declaration. 

>=! Enyieby the graceof GOD King 

YT ! of France and Nauarresto all that 
2] PI cheſe Lerers ſhall ſee, greeting, 
Our firſt vowes & ſupplications 
;ynto God, at ſuchtimeas it plea- 
[#8 8 (cd him to call vs tothe ſuccel(- 
ſion of this Crowne, were to pray him togiue vs 
grace not to becof the number of thoſe Princes, 
whom in his wrath he giuecth to his people : but 
contrariwiſe that we might be ſo happie, as to bee 
of thoſe whom he choſcth for the comfort and re- 
medie of troubled and affliftcd eſtates. Andalbeir 
wee could haue wiſhed any other cxerciſc, and 
ſoughta foundation of honor and merit in any 0- 
ther place whereſocuer, rather than in the ſickneſle 
of this eſtate ; forthe cncreaſe whereof we would 
more willinglic labour,than for the reducing of it 
to health : yet (ith it pleaſed God to appoynt vs to 
bee a miniſter of ſo gooda worke, and to call vs to 
this charge, albeit it bee atthis preſent repleniſhed 
with the horribleſt contuſion that cucr was, wee 
doo neuerthelefle hope, that hee will not ſee vs 
ſhrinke vnder the burthen. Alſo that having deli- 
uercd the Scepter into our hands, he will lkewilſe 
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giuc vs courage and force to handle the ſame firſt 
to his glorie, then to the caſe of our ſubicRs, and 
the confuſion and deſtruCtion of all rebells,the per- 
turbers of this eſtate and the Common wealth. 

In this ſtedtaſt opinion wee alſo haue reſolued 
withour intermiſsion,to employ the whole courſe 
of our age ſo farre as may be requilite and neceſſa- 
ric, togcther with whatſocuer our paine, induſtric 
and ſubſtance. 

Howbeit, as for the execution of this affaire, 
our beſt eyes and ſtrongeſt hands doo reſt in the 
aſsiſtance as well by = an as by good and wiſe 
counſaile and aduiſe of the Princes of ourbloud, 
our officers of the Crowne, our Lords,Capteines, 
Gentlemen,and others our chicte miniſters and of- 
ficers,now diſtributed abroad in the Prouinces, 
who beſides their naturall duetic to aſsiſt ard ſerue 
vs,haucalſoas great intereſt as our ſelucs inthe vp- 
holding of our authoritic, which conl:ſteth inthe 
vnitic of the Monarchie, whereypon dependerh 
thetranquilitic and preferuation of rhe Common 
wealth. Thiaking, that yppon this occaſion wee 
could no way begin better to ſer hand to this 
worke,than by calling of them togerher,to the end 
rogcther to aduiſe vpon the beſt mcancsand reme- 
dies whereby to atraine tothe full cure of the bo- 
dic of this eſtate, too farre weakened and pulled 
downe with the tediouſnzs and violence of the 
diſeaſe that tormenterh it wee haue to that effe& 
diſpatched our cloſed letters of the 27. of Auguſt 
laſt paſt ro all our Bayliucs and Scneſchals, to the 
cad they ſhould publiſh, cach within the reſort of 
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his iuriſdiftion, the aid afſemblic of the aforena- 
med, which we purpoſed ro make before the laſt 
day of the moneth of Ofober in our rowne of 
Tours, tothe end that all they that were named in 
our ſaid letters, might bce preſent abour the efte£t 
and contents of the ſame. Alſoto prepare our {clues 
to bee likewiſe there, leaſt in the meane time ſuch 
our forces as wce had together ſhould reſt vnproti- 
rable,we did cuen then reſolueto diuide them 1nto 
three parts, whereof we then ſent one into Picardie 
vnder the leading of our deare & welbeloued Co- 
ſenthe Duke of Zonguenille:another into Champagne 
vnder thecharge of our like deare and welbeloued 
Coſenthe Marſhall d* Aumont, in the ſaid Prouin- 
ces,to preſerue thoſe townes & our good lubictts 
that haue continued vnder our obedience, and ro 
annoy the rebells as much as they might, wherein 
they had happie ſuccefſe. VVith the third part 
which wee ſtill kept abour vs,that wee alſo might 
employ the time that reſted ynrill the ſaid conuo- 
cation,we purpoled ro vilite our Prouince of Nor- 
mandiz,there ro comfort our good and faithful ſer- 
uants, to prouide forthe ſatcric of ſuchrownes as 
hauec keprrhe (elues in the fidelitie that they ought 
vnto vs, and to keepe the cnemies (fhnding vs ſo 
neerethem)from all ſpeedic afſaulring, otthoſe that 
we had latclic recoucred from the about Paris, and 
foto purchace them that had them in charge, lei- 
ſure commodioullic to repaire and fortifie them. 
Bur the enemtes thinking to haue gotten oportunt- 
tie greatlic ro their owne aduantage, came againſt 


vs withthe greateſt power that peraducnture they 
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ſhall bee cucrable to bring together, as hauirg the 
alsiſtance of great troopes from the borders of the 
Low Countries, and of greater from our Neuewe 
the Marquiſe of Pont, ſonne to our brother inlawe 
the Duke of Lorrain,all whom they had inuited to 
the partition of this eſtate, which at that time they 
my todiuide amongſt themſclues. But when 
irpleaſed GOD otherwileto take order by bring- 
ing their purpoſes to naught, hepermitted the lo A 

and ſhame of all the enterprizes that they framed 
 aboue a moneth, while both our Armiec and theirs 
werelodged in fight cach of other, alſo of all the 
Skirmiſhes(cthoughthe match were vnequall)there 
made, ſtill co light on their fide, and theaduantage 
ypon ours. Inthe end,ypon aduice of the grear and 
notable ſuccour brought ynto vs by our moſt deare 
and welbcloued Coſens the Earlc of Soiſſons, the 
Duke of Longenille, and the Marſpalld* Aumont, 
they retired ſhamefullic, and with all diligence paſ- 
ſed the riuer of Some, ſo to eſchue the danger of 
bartaile : neither could they take theſe townes that 
they publiſhed the ſiege of, neither ſurpriſe others 
cuen of the beſt in Picardie which they had ſedu- 
ccd in intent againſt their wills, and withour their 
knowledge to ſell and deliuer them to thoſe, in 
whoſe morall hatred the enhabitants of them arc 
borne and conccaucd, thereby purpoling to bring 
in together with the ſtrangers the traffique and ſale 
of our townes and ſubietts, leaſt they ſhould leaue 
any impictic vnpraQtiſed for the atchieuing of 
rheir intents. For the diuertiog them wherefro, as 
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meanes of the aforeſaid ſucconr then in our armie, 
ynproficable, we reſolued to march directly to Pa- 
ris, wherein we had fo happie ſucceſle, that in lefſe 
than eight daies,of belteged(as they gaue vs outto 
be)we were ſecne belteging the ſuburbs of the ſaid 
towne of Paris, where the next day after our com- 
ming,in leflethan one houre we took all that ſtood 
on chis ſidethe riuer, hauing by that meanes with- 
drawnethe ſaid enemies out of Picay:lie, which 
was one of our drifts for the which wee cameto 
Paris, albeit wee could not compaſle the other, 
which wasto bring themro the Combat, whereto 
no occaſion whatſocuer that happened couldeucr 
induce their mindes : whercin of all their cnter- 

rizes,and inliew of ſo many the loſles and foyles 
by them receiued, wee for our parts neuer encutred 
any greater inconuenience, than the deferring and 
proroging of the ſaid Conuocation firſt appoynted 
to T'oursthe laſt of Oftoberlaſt paſt,as is atoreſaid. 
VV hich for the cauſes aforcſaid,as alſo for that we 
arc aduerriſed that moſt of thoſe that be called,will 
not at this preſent, commit themſclues to the ha- 
zard of the high waiesfor the yadertaking of this 
yoyage, whereby the ſaid aflembliccannorbe tull, 
according as wee deſire it ſhould : befides that, the 
firſt forraine power that we leuied, ſhould be ente- 
red into this realmerhe 15. of this moneth, whom 
it imporrteth vs greatlic with all ſpecde to employ: 
for which ie it is neceſflaric ws ſelte ſhould in 
perſon go to them. In conſideration of the reaſons 
aforeſaid,we haue thought it good to deferre it vn- 
till the x5.of themonerhof March next comming; 
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as hoping betweene this and that time ſotocnde- 
uour our (clues againſt our ſaid enemies, thatthe 
reſolutions in the ſaid afſemblic to bee concluded 
ſhall bee farre more ealle, as alſo the waics ſhall bee 
laid ſo free and open, that they whom wee wiſh to 
be preſent out of al our Prouinces,may come with 
greater ſafetic and commoditie, as _— eſcaped 
the annoyances of the winter ſeaſon. Inthe meane 
ſpace, our ſelues doo hope ſo well ro beſtowe our 
rime,thatneither our ſubietts, nor our ſclues ſhall 
haue occaſion to complaine or miſlike of the ſaid 
delay. W hereof deſiring that our ſubicQs of the 
calling aforcſaid, as alſo all other that may do there 
any ſcruice and are wyling to come, might bee ad- 
ucrtiſed, to theend both to _ fortheircom- 
ming, as alſo not to depart but in time conuenient 


togetthether by the ſaid tearme, we will and or- 


deine, that all our ſaid Bayliues and Seneſchalls, 
ſhall each in his reſortand iuriſdiftion, cauſe to be 
publiſhed thatthe ſaid afſemblie which by our for- 
mer letters wee had appoyntedthe ſaid laſt day of 
the moneth of Oftober,as aforeſaid, we hauenow 
yponthe conſiderations aforeſaid,deterred and pur 
oft ynrill the 15. day of the moneth of March nexr 
comming in out ſaid towne of Toxys, or any other 
which we ſhall thinke more meeteand conuenient 
according torhe piace where atthattime wee may* 

nto bee, whereof wee will cauſethem ro 
bee ſpecedelie aducrtiſed, if. occaſion enforce ys to 
change to ſome other place thianthe ſaid rowne of 
Tours,for the ſaid afſemblic. VV hereto we doalſo 


exhort the Princes of our bloud, and others the 
| Cardinals, 
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Cardinals, Dukes and Peeres both fpirituall and 
temporal,officers of the Crowne,our owne Coun- 
ſell, Prelates, Lords, Gentlemen, our officers and 
miniſters, and orhers named in our former letters : 
yet wedoalſo adiuretheminthe name of almigh- 
tie GOD, by the fidelitic that they owevs, and by 
theirductie tothe preſeruation & defence of their 
Countrie,to bepreſent at the ſaid rime,readie toaſ- 
ſiſt vs with their good counſaile about whatſoe- 
uer ſhall bee propounded concerning the eſtabliſh. 
ment of this eſtate, the puniſhment and correCtion 
of the ſaid rebells and cſpeciallie ro doo iuſtice vp- 

n the cruell and barbarous (laughter committed 
1nthe perſon of the late King, our moſt honorable 
Lord and brother. 

Furthermore,notwirhſtanding the obſtinacic of 
the ſaidrebells deſeruethto be purſued with all ri- 
gour, in reſpeQ that their rebellion had no ground 
of oppreſsion or iniuriec receiued, but was raiſed 
onclic for the pleaſure of ſome particular mens paſ- 
ſions, into whoſe purpoſes and intents, which can 
not be accompliſhed without the generall ſubuer- 
tion of thiseſtate,8 ſo conſequenrhe the full ruine 
of cucrie one particularlic, the moſt of them arc 
notableto penetrate : yet to the end not to omit a- 
nic the conuenient meanes, by clemencie to re- 
claimethe ſtraied into the right path, which is the 
thing thataccording to our natural inclination we 
haucalwaies moſt defired, referring them ro our 
owneparticular correCtion, whenſocuer wee ſhall 
be forced to chaſtize them. Conſidering likewiſe 
tharthis firſt leuic of ſtrangers, which is alreadic 
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entredour realme;ſhall ſhortly bee followed with a 
farre greater : alſo that wee could wiſh before this 
great aſſemblic of forraine power ſhould meete to- 
gether(whercof ynto them and their goods 8& for- 
runes,asalſo to our ſaid rownes, can enſueno other 
but extreeme deſolation) they would preuent this 
inconuenience, and take hold of that leaſure that 
GOD gieth them to acknowledge their fault, 
whereto for our part we doo inuite and ſummon 
them as much as poſsiblie weemay. Vecof our 
grace, power and royall authoritie, haue declared, 
and by theſe preſents doo declare, that all townes 
and perſons of what ſtate or condition ſocuer, (cx- 
cope ſuch as ſhall bee found guiltic of the ſlaughter 
of the late King our Lord and brother) who here- 
tofore haue luffered themſelues to bee ſeduced by 
the perſwaſions ofthe ſaid rebells and perturbers 
of publique peace vnder the name of the League, 
and haue borne Armes for them, and aſsiſted them 
with their goods, fauours and ſupport, ſeparating 
themſclues from their due obedience to the late 
King our ſaid Lord and brother, and now ynto vs 
who are the true and lawful hcire of this Crowne: 
incaſe they become ſorowtull & penuent for their 
paſled faults,and returne totheir ductics,and with- 
inſfixe weekes after the publication of theſe pre- 
ſents in our Courts of Parliamer, do makeexpreſle 
declaration ſigned ynder their hands,viz,torcue 

particular perſon in the regiſter of the iuriſdition 
whercof he dooth reſort, of the fidclitic and obe- 
dience thatthey owe ynto vs, with promiſe ypon 
theix liues, goods and honors, neucr to oor 
_—_. 
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helpe the ſaid tebells,}nor any other againſt vs and 
our ſcruice:and torthe bodics of the ſaid townes, 
thatthey alſo ſend their deputies furniſhed with 
authenticall auchoritic giuen intheirrowne mee- 
rings,totake the like oath in our hands : that the 
ſaid bodies of townes, the dwellers and enhabi- 
tants of rhe fame, as alſo the other particular per- 
ſons ſhallbe exemprandabſolued fromall ties 
whatſotuer they may hauc encurred by reaſon of 
their crime of fellonic and rebellion, and other the 
dependances thereof, conteined and mentioned as 
well inthe ancientdecrees 8& lawes of this realme, 
as inthe edits anddeclarations hereupon made by 
the late King our ſaid Lord and brother : promi- 
ſing in the wordand faith of a King, to recciue all 
thoſe that ſhall performe the mi and hence- 
forth to acknowledge & entreate chemas our good 
and faithfull ſubies, & to take them into our pro- 
tection and ſafegard. Alſo that if there haue been 
made any ſcazure of their goods moueable or im- 
mouable for the occaſion atoreſaid,atter the afore- 
ſaid declaration, there ſhall bee redeliuerie made 
thereof,and themſclues reſtored to the full yſe and 
enioying thereof. To the end alſo thar they may 
ſafclie cometo vs, and to the regiſters of our ſaid 
turiſdiftionsto make their ſaid declarations: alſo 
that our Gouernours and Licutcnants generall may 
be aduertiſed thereof, they ſhall bee bound to take 
Paſporrs of them, which our pleaſure is, ſhall bee 
graunted the, yer with limitation of time,wherein 
they ſhall be bound to make the ſaid declaration as 
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the diſtance of places betweene them and ys;or our 
aid iuriſdiftions : ſo that the time by the ſaid Paſ- 
ports limited, which ſhall to the ſame cnd bee ex- 
preſſclic mentioned, being expired, they ſhall ſtand 
the in no farther ſtead. Allo in caſe after the ſaid de- 
clarations made,they ſhall chance to fall againe into 
the ſaid rebellion,our pleaſure is,that whereſocuer 
they may be caught or apprehended, their proceſle 
ſhall bee made and pertetted according tothe pur- 
port of the ſaid decrees, declaring that they ſhall 
neucr bee taken or deemed as priſonersof warre, 
notwithſtanding wharſoeuer capitulation , pro- 
miſe or agreement that may bee made with them 
by any the Lieutenats general of our Armics, Cap- 
reines, or other our men of warre : as alſo wee doo 
declare that wee will with all rigour proceede a- 
gainſt the obſtinacie of thoſe thar ſhall nor accepr 
of this our preſent grace,fauour and goodneſle. 
Wee dooalſo command our truſtic and welbe- 
loued, the keepers of our Courts of Parliament, to 
cauſc this our declaration to be read and curouled, 
and the within named to enioy the contents there- 
of, with the conditions therein mentioned : alſo 
our Bayliues and Seneſchales to cauſe ro publiſh 
the purting off of the ſaid Conuocation ynto the 
ſaid 15.day of March next, and fo farre as inthein 
liethco obſerue the contents of this preſent decla- 
ration. As alſo wee command the Gouecrnoursand 
Licutenants generall of our Provinces to doo the 
like,ſo farre forth as may depend vpon their charge 
for the execution thereof. For fuch is our pleaſure. 
In witneſſe whereof,wee hauc cauſed our Seale 1 


It 
beputto theſe. preſents. Giuen at gur Campe be- 
fore Mans the 28. of Nouember in the yeare of 
Oracc I 589.and of our reigne the firſt. _ Hen- 
rie : and yppon the fould, By the K ing in his counſell. 
' FORGET 

And ſealed vppon adouble Labell with his Ma- 
ieſties great Scale in yellowe waxe. 

Alſo aſide yppon the (aid fould. Red,publiſhed 
and enrouled, inthe hearing and at the requeſt of 
the Kings Arturney generall, according tothe de- 
cree and determination of the Court, the Cham- 
bers aſſembled,the 20.0f this moneth. Inthe Par- 
liament at Caen the 22.0f December. 153g. 


Signed Godefroy, 


Anextracoutof is Regiſters of 


the Court of Parliament. 


THe Courr,all the Chambers aſſembled, hauing 
ſcenethe Letters Partents made arthe Campe 
before Mans the28. of Nouember laſt, whereby 
the King hath deferred and pur off the generall a(- 
ſemblie of the Princes, Cardinals, Dukes,Peeres,as 
well Ecclefiaſticall as Temporal}, Officers of che 
Crowne, Lords, Gentlemen, Officers and others, 
ynto the 15.of March nextin the rowne of Tours - 
and declared that all perſons and rownesof what- 
ſocuer ſtateor calling, (except thoſe that ſhall bee 
found guiltie of the ſlaughter of the late King)thar 
herctofore haue ſuffered themſclues to be ſeduced 
by the perſwaſions of rebels and perturbers of pub- 
lique peace vnder the name of the League, Ge 
borne Armes for them, and aſsiſted them with 
their meanes,fauour and ſupport,in cafe (being ſo- 
ric & penitent for their former faults) they returne 
to their ducties, and within fixe weekes after the 
ublication of the ſaid lerters in the Courts of Par- 
adee des make the declarations therein expre(- 
lie contcined,ſhall be exemprand abſolued from all 
penalties that they may haue encurred, by reaſon 
of the crime of telonie and rebellion,conterned and 
mentioned inthe auncient decrees of this realme, 
orthe edicts and declarations of the late King, the 
whole vppon conditions mentioned in the ſaid 


Letters Patents. The Concluſion of the Kings 
Atturney 
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Arturney generall and the matter pur in delibera- 
tion. 

The ſaid Court, the Chambers aſſembled, hath 
ordeined, and dooth ordeine, that the ſaid Letters 
Partents ſhould be read, publiſhed,and enrouled in 
the Roulestherof, in the hearing and at the requeſt 
ofthe Kings Atturney generall : and printed and 
ſentthroughour the Bayliwicks of this refforr to 
bee likewiſe read, publiſhed and enrouled,ſoasno 
man may pretend any caulſe of ignorance. 

Giuen at Caen, in the Parliament the 20. of De- 
cember.1589. Signed Godefroy. 
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